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PRESSE – RELEASE 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR FOR TRAVEL & TOURISM
“INTOURMARKET  (ITM) - 2008”

The Third International Trade Fair for Travel & Tourism “Intourmarket (ITM) - 2008” was held in the International Exhibition Center “Crocus Expo” from the 15th to the 18th of March 2008. The companies “Expotour” and “Euroexpo” are the organizers of this event.

“ITM-2008” is mostly aimed at professionals of the tourism business, and is supported by various executive authorities of the Russian Federation, the Association of Touroperators of Russia (ATOR), the leading air- and railway- carriers.

It was the first time when the opening ceremony of the fair was conducted in a separate conference hall with a live translation to the main hall. The following officials were present at the ceremony: Vice Prime-Minister of the Russian Federation Sergey Naryshkin, Governor of the Moscow Region Boris Gromov, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Vladimir Titov, Head of the Federal Agency for Tourism Vladimir Strzhalkovsky, Head of the Federal Aeronautical service Alexander Neradko, Head of the Federal Agency for Special Economic Zones Andrey Alpatov, as well as the director of the company “Crocus International” Aras Agalarov.

 In an unprecedented innovation of the Fair, the Arab Republic of Egypt was named the only official partner and Guest of Honor, being the first country to obtain this status since the first “Intourmarket” Fair.

The success and importance of the event is confirmed by the favorable dynamics: the increase of the main exhibition space by 30%, the participation of more than 60 countries and all the Russian regions, the expansion of the expositional displays representing the Russian tourism stake-holders (touroperators, hoteliers, educational bodies, insurance and related spheres), the increase of the general number of participants to over 1400 companies, the number of visitors reaching 780000. 1320 companies took part in the program “Hosted Buyers”, which has been realized for three years since the first “Intourmarket” fair.

Within the framework of “Intourmarket – 2008” the Days of Bulgaria, Cuba, Japan, Syria, Korea, Hungary and Portugal were held. During those Days intergovernmental and ministerial agreements with Egypt, Syria and Hungary were signed, bilateral meetings were held with the Tourism Ministers Governments of Bulgaria, Hungary, Greece, Egypt, Indonesia, Cyprus, Cuba, Lithuania, Morocco, Portugal, Syria, seminars and press-conferences for these countries were organized.

In addition, a full program organized by the Russian regions was presented to the participants and visitors of the fair. The day of Moscow region was held on the 15th of March, the Minister of Regional Development of the Russian Federation Dmitry Kozak inaugurated the Day of the Russian regions on the 16th of March. On March the 17th a program dedicated to the Days of Ural and the Western Siberia, was publicly presented.

This year for the first time in the “Intourmarket” fair the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), a specialized agency of the United Nations, presented its own stand. The Secretary General of the UNWTO Francesco Frangialli came to Moscow to attend the tourism fair. He also took part in the traditional joint seminar of the Federal Agency for Tourism and UNWTO. Its subject – “Spa & Wellness tourism trends” attracted a big number of representatives of tourism business and regional tourism administrations.

Mr. F. Frangialli highly appreciated the expositions as well as the motivation of the Russian regions and foreign participants, the UNWTO forecast will prove true, and in the nearest future Russia will become one of the top ten most popular travel destinations in the world.

The parallel program of events of the fair included workshops, round table conferences, forums, presentations and events on the participants’ stands. Therefore, the Association of Assistance to Tourism Technologies, Atlantis Line and other representatives of the tourism business held several events encompassing the multitude of modern instruments used by tourism companies in their work.

A free bus line was organized for the participants and visitors of the fair from nearby metro stations to “Crocus Expo”. The opening of the “Strogino” metro station allowed to introduce a new route and shortened the time of the trip by half. The participants had access to the Internet center and the postal service.

The fourth International Trade Fair for Travel & Tourism  “Intourmarket (ITM) – 2009” will take place in the International Exhibition Center “Crocus Expo” from the 21st to the 24th of March 2009. 

