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FINAL PRESS-RELEASE
INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL FAIR
“INTOURMARKET (ITM) - 2009”

On March 21-24, 2009 the IV-th International Travel Fair “Intourmarket (ITM) – 2009” took place at the IEC “Crocus Expo”. It was traditionally hosted by two Russian companies: “Expotour” and “Euroexpo”.
This year much took place for the first time. For the fist time the spring-time forum was laid down in new Exhibition Pavilion No.3 fit with all facilities that are required to arrange a large-scale event top-level. For the first time the program “Hosted Buyers” that had been launched by Organizers in the first year of the Fair commencement acquired a general partner, the status of which was received by the Arab Republic of Egypt. 
Like in previous years, the Fair was conducted with the assistance of executive bodies of Russia, Association of Tour Operators of Russia, Russian Union of Tourist Industry, leading Russian airway and railway carriers, as well as the UN World Tourist Organization. This year the partner-country at the Fair became the Republic of Cyprus. During all four days activities of the Fair “Intourmarket (ITM) – 2009” were focused on tourist business professionals, establishment of direct business contacts between Russian and foreign exhibitors, and development of domestic travel and in-bound tourism. Besides, “Intourmarket” could be rightfully called a unique ground for contracts award and search for partners to realize the investment projects. 
In spite of a difficult economic situation 73 regions of the Russian Federation took part in the Fair “Intourmarket (ITM) – 2009”.  More than 40 countries of the world presented bright and colorful expositions, and lots of national representative offices operating in the tourist area noticeably expanded the partaking in the Fair. For instance, an exhibition space of Bulgaria was 700 sq.m, of Cyprus – 500 sq.m, and Greece and Turkey presented their tourist capacities on the total of 600 sq.m. In 2009 for the first time the Fair visitors and professional participants received a possibility to get acquainted with a tourist potential of such countries, as Cambodia, Palestine and Nepal. It was for the first time that joint stand of Vishegradsk Group of Hungary, Poland, Slovakia and Czech Republic was presented. In the course of four days of the Fair musicians from Slovakia performed at the stand, and testing of national dishes and drinks were organized. 
Vitaly Mutko, Minister of Sport, Tourism and Youth Policy of the Russia Federation, Anatoly Yarochkin, Head of the Federal Agency for Tourism, Anthonys Paskhalides, Minister of Trade, Industry and Tourism of the Republic of Cyprus, Zoheir Guarana, Minister of Tourism of the Arab Republic of Egypt, and other honored guests delivered a speech at the official opening ceremony on March 21. 
More than 300 VIP guests, including Ambassadors of states participating the Fair, were invited to take part in the ceremony. 
Traditionally the Days of Countries - honored guests, and Days of Russian Regions were conducted within the framework of the Fair. Thus, March 21 was announced a Day of the Republic of Cyprus and a Day of Novgorod Region. On that day lots of events, including performances of national artistic groups, press conferences and presentations, were successfully conducted at the stand of Cyprus and Novgorod region, and in the hall of the exhibition pavilion. 
In the evening of the first day of the Fair “Intourmarket” an official reception was arranged in the Grand Petrovsky Hall of the President Hotel on occasion of opening of the IV-th International Travel Fair “Intourmarket (ITM) – 2009”. Anatoly Yarochkin, Head of the Federal Agency for Tourism, and Anthonys Paskhalides, Minister of Trade, Minister of Commerce, Industry and Tourism of the Republic of Cyprus awarded diplomas to the exhibitors in different nominations. 
On the second day of the Fair that was announced a Day of Malaysia, on the stage located in the exhibition pavilion hall a national dancing group from Malaysia showed a bright performance to the Fair visitors and exhibitors. Anatoly Yarochkin, Head of the Federal Agency on Tourism, took part in the official opening ceremony of the Day of Malaysia. 
On the same day Federal Agency for Tourism, Federal Agency of Education, Association of Higher Educational Establishments and Services, Federal State Educational Establishment of Higher Professional Education “Russian State University of Tourism and Services” conducted the XI-th International Scientific-Practical Conference titled “Tourism and Services: Personnel Training, Problems and Development Prospects”. Presentations devoted to latest tendencies in the development of the personnel training system in Russia and abroad were made at the conference. 
On March 23 the Fair was visited by the Acting General Secretary of the UN World Tourist Organization (UNWTO) Taleb Rifai that also took part in the opening ceremony of the annual joint training seminar of the World Tourist Organization and Federal Agency for Tourism. This year the seminar topic was defined with regard to the world economic crisis, the consequences of which had an impact, on the tourist industry development. The seminar, the topic of which was “Promotion of Internal Tourism and Modern Marketing Instruments” was attended by more than 130 representatives from 7 countries of the world and 55 Russian regions that included heads of tourist companies, regional tourist administrations and educational establishments. At the stand of the World Tourist Organization the Fair visitors and exhibitors could get information about UNWTO activities, projects and possibilities for cooperation. 
The third day of the Fair was announced a Day of Arab Republic of Egypt, and was devoted to tourist agencies that are both winners in the program “Hosted Buyers” and exhibitors. In the evening, after the Fair its Organizers and Ministry of Tourism of Egypt arranged an Egyptian style party, the performance of popular Russian and Egyptian artists, prize drawing, and a buffet for visitors. 
On March 23 travel industry professionals were invited to a presentation of new and available developments of the company «Sabre Travel Network», and on the last day of the Fair, on March 24, to the conference titled “Issues of Security and Recreation of Children in Russia and Abroad” arranged with assistance of the Association of Tourist Operators (ATOR) and tourist operators performing in this tourism sector. Besides a highly topical program of the Fair events included practical workshops, round tables, forums, presentations and conferences. For instance, with ATOR efforts always topical legal and accounting workshops were arranged; Association of Assistance to Tourist Technologies (AATT) conducted events devoted to state-of-the-art on-line instruments used by companies of the tourist industry; and the network “TBG, Tourist Brand Names” conducted the VI-th Practical Conference. Attention of the guests and exhibitors was constantly attracted to such events at the stands as performances of Russian and foreign folk and dancing groups, conquest of a real rock-climbing wall, shows of folk trade articles, quizzes and prize drawing. 
From the first year of the Fair “Intourmarket” a distinguishing feature of this spring forum was a free access to the Fair for visitors. During four days of the Fair “Intourmarket” free shuttle buses going from the Metro stations “Tushinskaya” and “Strogino” to the IEC “Crocus Center” were provided for the Fair participants and guests. Exhibitors were offered services of the Internet Center and mail service at reduced tariffs. Besides, for the first time a fair of vacancies took place at a joint stand arranged by means of on-line resources of the «HeadHunter» and tourist portal of the newspaper “Tourinfo” for job search and personnel hiring. 

The V-th anniversary International Travel Fair “Intourmarket (ITM) – 2010” will take place on March 13-16, 2010 at the IEC “Crocus Center”!

WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT OUR SHOW!

“INTOURMARKET (ITM) - 2010”
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